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Thomas Mulcair wins NDP leadership on 4th Ballot
Thomas Mulcair elected next leader of Canada's New Democrats
Choice sets the NDP on the path to forming next government in Canada
Thomas Mulcair was selected new leader of the Official Opposition today by thousands of New Democrats
gathered in Toronto and tens of thousands more who voted online or in advance.
Mulcair highlighted that he would take the late leader Jack Layton's legacy forward and work from Day 1 to
bring change that puts Canadian families first.
“It is with great honour but also with humility that I accept this position”, said Mulcair. “The challenges facing
me and my caucus are significant, but we have a tremendous team of dedicated and hard-working MPs. I
know that by working together we can continue to achieve great results for Canadian families.”
Mulcair said that he is ready to get right down to work, starting now. “There is no time to lose. With the
reckless Conservatives budget cuts we know are coming next week, Canadian families expect the Official
Opposition to stand up to Stephen Harper and hold him to account. And this is exactly what the NDP will
continue to do, every single day. We won't rest until we defeat the Harper Conservatives in 2015 and form the
first New Democrat government.”
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Infrastructure “Need for Speed Campaign”
By Brian Masse MP
Last summer as NDP Critic
for High Speed Rail,
International Trade and the
Canada-US Border I
launched the “Need for
Speed” Campaign urging the
Federal Government to
make rail investments a
priority. Currently Canada
th
has the 5 largest rail network in the world but
remains the only country in the G8 with no high
speed rail capacity whatsoever.
This is a glaring infrastructure deficit that must be
address immediately.
Upgrading our rail capacity is crucial to sustain
economic growth and can provide an immediate
stimulus to our economy that will yield benefits to
generations of Canadians. Enhancing our rail
capacity will create jobs, promote investment by
increasing economic capacity and efficiency, yield
environmental benefits and enhance public
safety.

Unfortunately the Harper Government just doesn’t
get it and explicitly stated that rail investments are
“not a priority for this government at this time.”
This is unfortunate as Canada will continue to fall
behind the rest of the world who recognize the
vital role that a robust and modern transportation
network has in sustaining economic growth.

Rail investments continue to be a priority across the
globe despite the global economic downturn
because smart and forward thinking governments
understand that by investing in their economy they
create an economic environment that promotes
growth and sustainability. Ignoring this priority
makes Canada less attractive as a destination for
investment and our existing economic capacity less
efficient.
As a part of the “Need for Speed” campaign I have
launched a petition drive. I am also reaching out to a
cross section of stakeholders across Canada to join
the campaign. I invite you to come to my office to
add your voice to the growing number of Canadians
who know and want the Harper government to
understand that robust rail capacity is a critical
strategic investment that will benefit Canada in the
near, medium and long term.

Reduce Poverty Meaningfully
By Hon. Howard Pawley
The economic crisis remains, those
willing to look saw the ominous storm
clouds. Oil and mining exports drove
the resource boom, but
manufacturing and forestry were in
deep decline. Corporate profits reach
record heights, but more children are
living in poverty than ever before.
The financial house of cards has come crashing
down. Yes! We are on a slippery sloop. We can either
make it to the top or plunge to the bottom. Those who
enjoy political power must demonstrate leadership. It
is always the darkest before the dawn. We have a
choice as we approach the fork in the road; one will
be the road well traveled the other less well traveled.
Continued ~page three~
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Howard Pawley ~continued~
We have the opportunity to choose a path that can
protect future generations? There are many
challenges to combat in Canada. Social Justice is
uppermost. Poverty must not be placed on the
back-burner while we deal with the effects of the
global fiscal crisis. Despite the pledge in 1989,
when the Canadian parliament committed itself to
reduce the level of child poverty, which then stood
at 1.5 million we have miserably failed to do so.
More than 320,000 of children rely on food banks
for their daily bread.

Governments must co-operate as a team to attack
poverty the best way to do this is by enhancing
accessibility of education from pre-school to the
highest levels of university education.
Single parents with pre-school children occupy the
largest proportion of those living in poverty. This
requires effective pre-school learning so that all
kids enter first grade ready to succeed. All require
a basic foundation of proper nutrition, good health
and safe and affordable housing.
Educational opportunities for our young people are
the best method to curb the rising costs of health,
crime and poverty, which are unfortunately rising in
our society. We must improve our human
infrastructure, if we are to enjoy more material
goods.

I perhaps naively believe the most significant
development in the future may well be an
awakening, one that will introduce Canada, and
perhaps the world, to some form of co-operative
Federalism, one capable of arbitrating between the
public good and the greed of the blind market
forces.
Remember, it was Federal –Provincial co-operation
that created our nation’s shared cost programs with
a sense of shared citizenship from coast to coast,
regardless of one’s province of residence:
unemployment insurance, hospitalization, Medicare,
the Canada Pension Plan, support for higher
education and research, the Canada Assistance
Plan and Social Housing. These programs exacted
reforms to assist the weak and those lacking
opportunity. The same motivation must drive us to
succeed in the future.
Partisan and jurisdictional bickering between the
levels of government can no longer be tolerated or
afforded in this new millennium. Canadian
Federalism must be made to work! Governments
have been clearly placed on notice by the public that
they must co-operate to avoid such programs from
becoming a “political footballs”.
I will make four modest but meaningful
recommendations to reduce poverty in a more
functional federalism based on social justice and
efficiency.
First: a national pharmacare Program, the federal
government already has control over drug approvals
and patent legislation. The provinces, ever
concerned about rising health care costs, would see
the federal government take over the segment of
health care with the fastest –growing costs. Our
social programs have personal disincentives, such
as those that require people to quit their jobs and go
on welfare to get catastrophic drug coverage.
Continued ~ page four~
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Second: the federal government should take over
social assistance delivery. Most income support
programs such as unemployment insurance, child
tax benefits, and senior benefits are already federal
in nature. Canada should consider a “guaranteed
annual Income”. By acting nationally, income for the
poorest could be delivered more efficiently, by
eliminating provincial bureaucracies. Welfare rates
[which vary by province] provide income that is only
half the poverty rate
Third: A national daycare program long promised
ought to be established by the federal government
thus eliminating unnecessary duplication at both
levels of government. Furthermore although Canada
is one of the most affluent industrialized countries, it
invests relatively little in its children’s earliest years –
a critical period of development that lays the
foundation for each child’s development. Childcare is
inadequate almost everywhere but in Quebec.
Forth: Canada’s first peoples are exceptions to this
demographic shift. Their birth rate continues to rise.
Aboriginal poverty is estimated at 50% of its
population. Much of the answer to the future
projected shortage in skilled trades can be
discovered among the ranks of the youthful
Aboriginal population. Will Canada’s governments
cooperate to meet this challenge?
If the federal government were to agree to assume
these programs, while maintaining the level of
transfers to the provinces, provincial governments
would be able to re-allocate more of their resources
to healthcare, post-secondary education, social
housing and cities and municipalities.
What Can We Do?
A new economic and social strategy is essential that
will ensure more of our nation’s wealth is being fairly
distributed to all Canadians regardless of wealth or
position.

As a part of this, value must be added to our nation’s
oil, gas and resources and not just shipped raw from
our land as is the case now. Petro-Canada should be
re-established
Fair Trade not Free Trade: Free Trade as we have
seen in the past 20 years mainly benefits
administrations that create a social environment that
cheapen their exports by ensuring lower Labour and
Environmental standards [China, India].
Reforms to our parliamentary system: Parliaments
today fail to consult with the public during the
development of important policies. This idea was
borne out of a three-hour discussion I once had with
Tommy Douglas, as I drove him to Winnipeg from a
speaking engagement in Brandon. During the ride, I
asked him for advice. His words were, “Keep your
Caucus members busy with the public. There is no
better garden than one well tended.” He added. “It
enriches their purpose and they are thus able to
contribute while at the same time demonstrating to
the public a Party that is prepared to listen to those
whom it wishes to govern.” The more I thought about
his message, the more I realized how correct he was.
Pension Security By Mariano Klimowicz
We need to improve our
pension security system here in
Canada. The discussion is in
progress. The debate needs to
be tested with those who would
support and those who would
oppose reform.
Today, existing on the pension system is
becoming out of reach for more and more
Canadians. The underlining tragedy is the ever
increasing senior’s poverty and burden on our
health care in this country.
Continued ~ page five~
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Today 11 million
Canadians don’t
have a defined
pension benefit
plan. It’s shameful
that 40% or 1.6
million of seniors
live in poverty or
less than $15,000
per year. Even with
the current CPP, OAS
and GIS. 8 million or 65% of workers have no pension
or retirement savings. The workplace is being attacked
by CEO’s against defined pension benefits. Both
young and old workers will have to work till they
basically pass away.
Only 31% of the work force has the ability to make a
contribution, and, the average RRSP total savings is
just $60,000 to start retirement. Those who do retire,
many subsist, frequenting food banks to supplement
their incomes. Our hospitals are backlogged because
retirees can’t afford to live in a long-term facility. This
puts a further burden on 3 million adult children taking
care of their parents, Canadians and our healthcare
system.

Starting with the 2008 financial and stock market
meltdown, many workers
who had planned to retire
cannot do so
now.
They continue to lose
their saving to such
schemes as
toxic
investments, subprime mortgages, speculating
on the Wall Street casino and the new unregulated
highly leveraged Credit default swaps.
Credit default swaps are weapons of mass destruction.
Its speculative market is now nearly $35 Trillion. This
exceeds the value of the regular stock markets where
most of our pensions are invested.

Bond and share holders of companies invest
leveraged funds as insurance against bankruptcy.
They would rather a company default rather than
restructure, thus reaping the insurance payout for
a quick easy money payout.
This allows the bankruptcy proceedings to
liquidate and default on any defined pension
benefit that would be owed to the long term
workforce.
It is without doubt that the Pension system needs
a major overhaul. In the next 15 years the
population of the standard sixty-five years of age
retiree will double to 26% of the Canadian
population for those that may or could be drawing
on pension incomes. Our economy will suffer with
lower incomes as we transform to lower revenue
from pension cheques. These fixed income
cheques will replace once vibrant workplace high
income and high revenue taxes. This growing
trend of impoverished pensions will not sustain
basic living standards to grow the economy. This
contributes to old age poverty and the overall
poverty and polarization of income in our Canada.
What we need now, is action. The problem is
clear. The solutions begin by doubling the CPP
phased in over 7yrs and allow more low income
years into the CPP payout calculation. Increase
the OAS & GIS benefits by 15% for all seniors.
Create a federal pension insurance system.
Increase the Ontario Guaranteed Pension fund to
$2,500/mth from $1000 and institute changes
from the Harry Authors report. Change the
bankruptcy laws to give preference to workers as
first creditors. Set legislation to regulate Credit
default swaps. Give tax credits to small business
for defined pensions. Establish a senior’s bill of
rights. Ensure that all pensions are funded fully.
Introduce laws that give no deferred contribution
holidays by employers.
Continued ~page six~
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Create early vested and portable pension plans
for all workers. Look to other OECD
(organization for economic co-operation and
development) countries pensions systems and
raise us to their pension levels.
We have to equate
the retirement
security reform as
pension insurance
- just like we
changed health
care and made it
universal and
accessible to
everyone as health
care insurance. We
cannot allow our
vulnerable seniors undo loss of dignity and
income. Our CPP Pension system was
started in 1964 and reformed in 1997. We
know today this practice is totally
inadequate. Reform is a lifeline to the
tragedy we are living since yesterday.
What can you do to keep this reform
movement active? You can circulate
petitions to both the Ontario & Federal
governments. Write, phone or email or
personally meet with your local MPs &
MPPs and send a direct message to the
Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Write
letters to the editor explaining the need of
pension reform. Ask others to form lobby
groups and keep the pressure up. Pensions
are not a liability. They are deferred wages.
They should allow everyone to live a
retirement of dignity and poverty free.

Rising rate of unreported crime
by Joe Pekar,
In August 3, 2011, Stockwell Day
was in the role of president of
the treasury Board. He said the
following to Postmedia News:
“We’re very concerned ... about
the increase in the amount of
unreported crimes that surveys
clearly show are happening,”

I felt kind of confused when I read that. So, I asked
myself a few questions. Suppose a crime is not
reported. In that case, how can you know that it
happened? How can you observe it, or, how can you
measure it? How can you observe or measure more
than one crime that is not reported? You need to do
that if you are going to measure the rate of crime that
is not reported? You need to conduct a survey of
some kind. But, what kind of a survey can show, and
clearly show, that the rate of unreported crime is
increasing? Those kinds of questions do not bother
Stockwell Day.
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Joe Pekar ~continued~
Minister Day said that these survey numbers were
alarming to him. He vowed that he was not of those
liberals who are soft on crime. He comes to the
conclusion that the Government of Canada has to build
more prisons. The reason is very clear. If the rate of
unreported crime is going up, then the number of
unreported bad guys doing them is going up as well. We
need to lock them up, every one of them. We have to do
it today.

“Bed checks are a breeze sir,
we have
no inmates”

And then we read this.
“” There has never been a better time to invest in a
security surveillance system for your business or home.
The vast majority of crimes that go unreported in
Canada are property damage and theft. With a security
surveillance system you can deter potential criminals
from engaging in theft or property damage by
threatening to catch them in action.””
Is property damage and theft the kind of crime epidemic
that Stockwell Day is talking about?,
Maybe yes, and, maybe no.
But , you see, every cloud has a silver lining.
Crime is good for the burglar alarm business.
Universal Health Care;
It’s still worth fighting for!
By Katha Fortier

He said that too many bad guys were getting
conditional sentences. That is not a deterrent to
crime. Also, our prisons are old. They cannot handle
the new kind of bad guys that are frequenting the US
style country club prisons that Harper endears. “It all
adds up to safer streets and safer communities” (now
that our thin blue line has lost the long gun registry).
This is a comforting thought to Minister Day. And who
is there who does not want that? Let Chris Vander
Doelen and Jeff Watson tell you. Watson denounced
the NDP in general as a “tax loving, job killing, soft on
crime “party.

But wait, there is more. The burglar alarm
vendors have taken advantage of the situation.
On the website www.safetechalarms.com we
can find an interesting article.
According to this website, Statistics Canada
released a report that says the crime rate is
increasing because people are reporting crimes
less because they do not trust that the police will
do anything about it.

Canadians invest a
lot in health
care. In fact it
accounts for 10%
of our gross
domestic product
(GDP). That’s
remained relatively
constant for the
last 25 years or so,
fluctuating only
slightly. When there is
a recession, the GDP dips, making the percentage
appear higher. When the economy is good, the
percentage is lower. We’ve also managed to maintain
this stability despite the fact that pharmaceutical costs
have risen significantly from - .5% to almost 2% of our
GDP. If drug costs had stayed steady, relative to GDP
over the last 25 years, our health care spending would
likely be less than 10%.
Continued ~ page eight~
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Compare this to the US, they spend 16%
of their GDP on health care. That
amounts to $7,439.00 per person, even
though 45 million of those people have no
health coverage whatsoever. We cover
every single person for the low price of
$3,895.00. This is undisputedly good
value for our money. As a bonus for our
wise spending habits, we Canadians can
expect to live an additional 2.6 years
longer than Americans. Our infant
mortality rate is significantly better.

We don’t ever have to wonder if our
insurance coverage will approve payment
for diagnostic tests, or even for the cancer
treatment we need. If we lose our job, we
don’t lose health care. Our hospitals don’t
waste billions of dollars on billing
insurance companies, advertising for
patients, or recommending unnecessary
procedures to generate revenue. A ‘preexisting condition’ is only relevant for the
delivery of proper health care, not as a
qualifier. We don’t know anyone who has
declared bankruptcy because of direct
health care costs. We proudly extend
coverage to every single Canadian with a
not-for-profit public hospital system that is
capable of delivering world class care.

2012 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the
birth of Medicare in Canada, and polls
consistently show that more than 85% of
us are satisfied with the results. We are
also equally proud to have a health care
system that treats a judge and a janitor as
equals. Yet despite the evidence, the right
continues to spin the story that health care
is unsustainable, so we become slowly
convinced that it’s necessary to allow for
creeping privatization.
With a federal government turning a blind
eye to provinces that violate the Canada
Health Act, and a provincial government
determined to move services out of
hospitals where they can be privatized, it’s
critical we all become watchdogs. Strength
and determination of working people, the
labour movement and progressive
politicians brought us universal health care
a generation ago, and is still needed today
to preserve and enhance it.
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Additionally each of our leadership
candidates were afforded an
opportunity to make a final pitch in a 20
minute showcase. Each presentation
was uniquely incredible highlighting the
depth of talent and vision we have in
our party. I say with full sincerity that
there was no wrong choice for us.
Convention Report
By Kieran McKenzie
Fellow New Democrats-it is with the same
palpable elation felt by some 4600
attending delegates and indeed New
Democrats across Canada that I write this
column. Just a few short weeks ago
together we made the difficult choice to
replace our great leader Jack Layton.
Engaging this process was without
question bittersweet but the hope and
optimism that permeated the convention
was inspiring.
One of the unquestioned highlights was
the incredibly courageous and uplifting
words offered by Olivia Chow who
challenged us to honour Jack's legacy by
fulfilling his life's work by forming
Canada's first social democratic
government. Her powerful message and
graceful strength created an emotional
moment that I will always remember with
admiration.

After the first ballot Tom Mulcair was
the clear front runner. As the voting
progressed throughout Saturday he
continued to gather momentum and
support. An exciting day of voting
culminated with Tom winning on the
fourth ballot. The moment he was
announced as our new leader was one I
will never forget for the pure and
unrestrained joy that filled the
convention floor. It was a clear and
remarkable expression of unity.
I felt consensus around the notion that
as a party we had navigated an
emotionally impossible process, come
to the correct conclusion and were now
ready to take the next step to take on
and defeat the Harper Government in
2015.
Friends today we can
all be proud of our
party after having
persevered through
Difficult
times
demonstrating the love,
hope and optimism our
brother Jack Layton
reminded us to allow
into our hearts. Having truly internalized
these values and with our new leader
Tom Mulcair we will present the most
formidable opposition Harper has ever
had to confront.
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What is a New Democrat?
By Victoria Cross

In Our Canada, employers, public or private, don’t exploit or
harass workers. We arbitrate, mediate, and negotiate. We
have strong employment standards. We have anti-scab
legislation. Work doesn’t require sixty hours to make ends
meet.
Our Canada doesn’t judge people or their work and ways,
based on sexual orientation, gender, or whether they use a
wheel chair.

Thomas Mulcair is our leader. Many new people have joined
us. Some people say our party has changed. I’m not so
sure. We have a long party history and a long socialdemocratic heritage. When we welcome new members any
of us can help our new friends feel at home.
We are a coalition of people, a coming together of many
from different backgrounds and positions in life who want
to elect New Democrats to take our province and country
to a better future, one step at a time.
We are women and men, gay, lesbian, straight and
transgendered. We are parents and grandparents. We build
cars and ride bicycles. We write, teach, and care for
people in all sorts of ways, including medical work or the
service industry. We love music and art.
Sometimes we agree to disagree among ourselves on an
idea or issue. Good times or bad, we’re here for the best
reason: we share a vision of the world as we would like it
to be.
J.S. Woodsworth, one of our movement’s founders often
said, “What we desire for ourselves, we wish for all. To this
end, may we take our share in the world’s work and the
world’s struggles.”
In Our Canada, taxes are fair. Corporations and the well
off do not escape paying.
In Our Canada, there are jobs -- useful, safe, meaningful
work at good pay, whether the work is in the office,
factory, or on a farm; whether we build things, or care for
children.

In Our Canada, First Nations and Métis people are not left at
the back of the bus.
In Our Canada, governments won’t “fiddle” with the law.
In Our Canada, children are wanted, loved, and educated to
each individual’s potential.
In Our Canada, our health system is supported and managed
progressively, honestly, and with respect for workers, no
matter their title. Women make their own choices regarding
birth control or reproduction.
Our Canada reaches out to welcome newcomers with
respect for experience, training, and education gained faraway.
Our Canada has green neighbourhoods including affordable
housing, gardens, libraries, and recreation facilities.
In Our Canada, industry must keep tough environmental
standards and meet sustainability principles.
In Our Canada, elders enjoy life’s sweetness with proper
care and benefits.
In Our Canada there is Pharmacare and Dentacare, too.
People who have let economic and social meanness capture
their hearts and minds say our vision is a far-away rainbow.
We say: we don’t sell out dreams of everyday people. We keep
working for that future for ourselves and the next
generations. We are New Democrats, and we work together,
especially at elections, to make this Canada come true.
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STRONG BUSINESS MEANS
STRONG COMMUNITY
By LOUIS SLEIMAN
Supporting small business will help
communities become stronger and
encourage outside investment.
Successful small businesses help
create strong thriving communities
and encourage outside investment.
Small businesses, businesses with fewer than 100
employees, make up the majority of businesses in
Ontario. Combined, they employ close to 2.9 million
Ontarians. Despite this our government has failed to
provide programs to help these long standing
businesses survive and maintain their employment
levels during these tough economic times. We must
find a way to fix this.

As As a small business owner myself, I know
first hand how difficult it is to survive in our
depressed economic climate – a climate
created by the McGuinty Liberal
government, and it will only get worse if the
current budget passes without NDP
amendments. All small businesses need to
survive and keep our staff working.
We have to look out for the little guy.
Without small business, our economy will
only continue on this downward spiral.
There are so many ways we can do this. It’s
time we get this dialogue started with
Ontarians everywhere. Let’s bring the
dialogue to the streets!
Ontario Budget falls short on challenges
facing families:
TORONTO – Andrea Horwath says this budget falls short
on the challenges facing families. New Democrats will be
talking to Ontario families about the McGuinty Budget.

While there are several programs to help start up
businesses as well as business growth programs,
there are no programs to aid sustainability and help
maintain the long standing businesses that contribute
to or economic health.
Large subsidies are routinely handed out to large
companies with no strings attached while small
businesses are left to fend for themselves. We only
have to look in our own backyard at companies such
as Navistar (Chatham) and Caterpillar (London) for
examples of the lack of accountability for the large
sums of money wasted and the hundreds of jobs lost.
While I do believe it is important to provide subsidies
for large employers, I also believe that these subsidies
should come with strict conditions that keep these
companies right here in Ontario. They should also be
encouraged to help support the communities where
they operate by offering consulting to smaller
businesses in areas such as accounting, marketing
and business planning where it applies.

“For families worried about their jobs, their health and the
growing cost of living this Budget fails. We’re listening to
Ontarians who will be affected by the Budget and we’ll be
putting their interests first in the days ahead,” said Horwath.
“We’re committed to making this minority government work
as long as it provides results for people.”
For families focused on jobs, healthcare and the growing
cost of everyday life, this Budget fails on key fronts. It lacks
a plan to target tax relief to real job creators and will lead to
the direct layoff of thousands of people in communities
across Ontario. The budget does not make investments in
home care, or outline a plan to control the growing costs of
everyday essentials like electricity.
Horwath noted that the Budget has acknowledged New
Democrat concerns about continuing with corporate tax
giveaways.
“The government seems to be finally admitting that nostrings-attached corporate tax giveaways aren’t creating
jobs,” said Horwath. “Unfortunately, the province has
already blown billions on these handouts and plans to do
more as soon as we have the money.”
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Cons budget slashes health care, pensions
Harper promised to create jobs. Instead,
he slashes vital services Canadians rely on
OTTAWA —NDP Leader Thomas Mulcair slammed
Stephen Harper’s Conservatives for introducing a budget
that recklessly cuts the vital services that Canadians rely
on—such as Old Age Security and health care.
“Stephen Harper promised jobs and growth, but delivered
reckless cuts. There’s nothing on jobs, nothing on
inequality and nothing to strengthen our front-line health
services. ” Mulcair said. “Mr. Harper is once again looking
out for his friends, while he ignores growing inequality.”
The budget outlines the Conservative plan to raise the
OAS eligibility age from 65 to 67. It forces seniors to work
two years longer to make ends meet. It also unilaterally
changes the funding formula for federal health transfers,
short-changing provinces by a whopping $31 billion. It
opens the door to privatization and two-tier health
care.
“The Conservatives ran an entire election campaign
without saying a word to Canadians about their plans to
cut OAS or health transfers,” Mulcair said. “Clearly Mr.
Harper is not a man of his word.”
As recently as last June, Mr. Harper solemnly stated in
the House of Commons “We will not cut pensions. We
will not cut transfers to the provinces for major programs
such as health care.”
Mulcair said New Democrats would oppose the
Conservative budget unless it was amended to focus on
the priorities of Canadians. New Democrats are calling
on the Conservatives to increase targeted incentives to
create good jobs, protect retirement security and provide
the stable funding necessary to allow provinces to hire
more doctors and nurses.
“This budget attacks the very institutions that make
Canada what it is,” Mulcair said. “Conservatives want to
balance the books on the backs of seniors who can’t
retire with dignity, and families without a family doctor.
New Democrats will hold them accountable for that.”

Cuts to National Council of Welfare will hurt
low-income Canadians

Eliminating council means elimination of
statistics on poverty
OTTAWA – The NDP is deeply saddened . Funding for the National
Council of Welfare has been eliminated in the federal budget. The
government advisory body is the premier resource for
information on poverty in Canada. All of its grants were pulled as
a result of cuts inflicted by the Conservative government to
Human Resources and Skills Development Canada.
“Just like the long-form census, the National Council of Welfare
provided credible data on poverty rates and now the
Conservatives have gutted the funding for the organization,
effectively shutting it down,” said Carol Hughes, MP for AlgomaManitoulin and vice-chair of the Standing Committee on Human
Resources, Skills and Social Development and the Status of
Persons with Disabilities.

“The Council’s most recent report, The Dollars and Sense of
Solving Poverty, laid out a credible case for why investing in
poverty reduction actually saved money in the long-term. Instead
of taking that information and making the necessary investments,
the Conservatives chose to shut the organization down.”
Established in 1969 as a government advisory body, the National
Council of Welfare has advised the Minister about social policy
issues and provided a means for Canadians, especially those with
low-income, to make their views known to government. As of
2013-2014, the Council will receive no more funding.

The Conservatives have created the solution to poverty.
Eliminating funding on statistics, information and an advisory
board will cloak poverty as non existent. No poverty equates to no
quantifiable problems to solve.
“This is another example of this Conservative government
choosing corporate tax cuts over investments in our social
services. Canadians deserve better,” said Hughes.

